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  GG&G News - Employee Benefit Plan Audits

Happy Holidays from Gray, Gray & Gray!

To our clients and our team members, we wish you a holiday season filled with joy and a prosperous New
Year! 

Please note Gray, Gray & Gray's offices will be closed Monday, December 24th and Tuesday, December
25th, in celebration of the holiday. We will resume normal business hours on Wednesday, December 26th.
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  Employee Benefits

Is Our Employee Assistance Plan Subject to COBRA and ERISA?
Many employers offer an employee assistance plan (EAP) which provides counseling
benefits. Employers may wonder if these plans are subject to the rules under the
Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA) and the Employment
Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA). This article discusses the issues involved in
EAPs.
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  Benefit Tax Issues

Tax-Wise Way to Pay Medical Costs
There's an option to pay for out-of-pocket health costs. It's called a Health Savings Account and it
provides individuals and businesses a tax-advantaged vehicle to pay medical bills. And unlike flexible
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spending accounts which have a "use it or lose it" feature, you don't have to zero out
the account every year. You can carry over any unused portion to the next year. Here
are the details.
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  Retirement Plans

Should Your Company Join the Roth 401(k) Trend?
Roth 401(k) plans have been around for awhile but they have not caught on with the
majority of employers or employees. However, the tide may be turning as Uncle
Sam now makes a Roth retirement plan available to civilian federal employees and
members of the uniformed services. Is a Roth 401(k) a good option for your
employees? This article gives a rundown of the plans.
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  Latest Headlines

J&J loses bid to have $4.7 billion talc verdict set aside, vows to appeal
Reuters.com - Wed, 19 Dec 2018 13:50:15 -0500

Exclusive: Russia's Deripaska prepares to cede control of Rusal, En+ - sources
Reuters.com - Wed, 19 Dec 2018 13:45:09 -0500

Russian tycoon's stake in En+ to fall to 44.95 percent: U.S. Treasury
Reuters.com - Wed, 19 Dec 2018 13:44:51 -0500

Malaysia charges another ex-Goldman Sachs banker over 1MDB
Reuters.com - Wed, 19 Dec 2018 13:36:55 -0500

U.S. imposes fresh Russia-related sanctions: Treasury
Reuters.com - Wed, 19 Dec 2018 13:25:28 -0500
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  Disclaimer of Liability

Our firmprovides the information in this e-newsletter for general guidance only, anddoes not constitute the provision of legal advice, tax advice,
accountingservices, investment advice, or professional consulting of any kind. Theinformation provided herein should not be used as a substitute for
consultationwith professional tax, accounting, legal, or other competent advisers. Beforemaking any decision or taking any action, you should consult a
professionaladviser who has been provided with all pertinent facts relevant to yourparticular situation. Tax articles in this e-newsletter are not intended to
beused, and cannot be used by any taxpayer, for the purpose of avoidingaccuracy-related penalties that may be imposed on the taxpayer. The
informationis provided "as is," with no assurance or guarantee of completeness,accuracy, or timeliness of the information, and without warranty of any
kind,express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of performance,merchantability, and fitness for a particular purpose. 

Theinformation contained in this communication (including any attachments and/orre-directs to other online sources) is not intended or written to be used,
andcannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding penalties under the InternalRevenue Code.  

Webinarcontent is intended for educational purposes only. Webinars provide a briefsummary based on our understanding and interpretation of current law. 
Alltax references are to federal tax law only, unless otherwise stated.  Theinformation contained in the webinars is general in nature and is based
onauthorities that are subject to change.  It is not, and should not beconstrued as accounting, legal or tax advice or opinion provided by Gray, Gray& Gray,
LLP.  The material presented may not be applicable to, orsuitable for, specific circumstances or needs, and may require consideration ofnon-tax factors
and tax factors not described herein.  Contact Gray, Gray& Gray or another tax professional prior to taking any action based uponthis information.
 Changes in tax laws or other factors could affect, on aprospective or retroactive basis the information contained herein; Gray, Gray& Gray assumes no
obligation to inform the reader/webinar attendee of anysuch changes. The material presented is not intended to, and cannot be used to,avoid IRS
penalties.  This material supports the marketing and promotionof accounting services.  Seek advice based on your particularcircumstances from
independent tax, legal accounting, insurance, investment andfinancial advisors.

150 Royall Street Canton, MA 02021
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